MLA Paper Format

General Guidelines

« Type your paper or write it on a computer and print it out on standard-sized paper (8.5 X 11 inches).

+ Double-space your paper.

+ Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides.

+ Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half inch from
the top and flush with the right margin.

« Use either underlining or italics (not both) throughout your essay for highlighting the titles of appropriate
works.

« If you have any explanatory endnotes, include them on a page before your works cited page. All
documentation is handled through the Works Cited page.

Formatting the first page of your paper

« Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested.

+ Provide a double-spaced entry in the top left corner of the first page that lists your name, your instructor's
name, the course, and the date.

+ Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half inch from
the top and flush with the right margin.

+ Center your title on the line below the header with your name, and begin your paper immediately below
the title.

A sample first page of an essay in MLA style is attached:
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Professor Bennett
Humanities 2710
8 May 2003
} Ellington’s Adventures in Music and Geography
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| Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Henry Cowell, Alan Hovhaness, and John Cage




Subsequent pages of a Research Paper
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This is sample text for every page that comes after the first page in an MLA

page. Blah blah blah Egypt is a land of wondrous contrasts; if | have to read
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You’re an errand girl sent by grocery clerks to collect a bill.
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formatted document. Notice that the author’s last name goes in the top-right
corner followed by the page number. The margins are all the same, an inch all the

way around, with the last name and page number a half-inch from the top of the

<« » another paper without a cohesive, specific thesis and organized support | am going

to lose it. All grading and no play makes Jack a dull boy. Are you an assassin?
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