English 106 Profile Assignment—Due Friclaq) Februarq 18

The Assignment
For this assignment, | would like you to choose a person, P!ace, or event at Purdue and write a
Proﬁ!e about it. Here are some Possibi!ities for your Proﬁ!e:

.« Someone at Purdue whose Proﬁ!e will llustrate a !arger social or campus issue.

+  Anadministrator, teacher, student, or staff member whom you believe Peop!e need to
learn more about. You’ll need to think about what this person’s life has to offer to your
audience.

- A P!ace or event at Purdue that you think Peop!e need to know about, or that illustrates
an imPor’can’c campus or social issue.

Your Proﬁ!e should follow the conventions oFyour chosen Pub!ica’cion venue and be a minimum

oF750 words.

Creating an lmPression

A Proﬁ!e ’cgpica”g contains descrip’cion and ana!gsis about a Par’cicu!ar su]:jec’c. You create a
Proﬁ!e bg ga’cl'neringinForma’cion using observation, interviews, and !ibrarg research. The most
imPor’can’c work in writing a Proﬁ!e involves se!ec’cing and arranging, information to create a
unified, dominant imPression. In the world at !arge, you read Proﬁ!es on PCOP!C, cities, concerts,
and organizations. For this assignment, you will be Focusing on one of these ’cl’nings as it exists at
Purdue.

Selection of a subjec’c is crucial. ngou wanted to Proﬁ!e the Purdue football team, you have
choices to make. Are you going to Proﬁ!e the team as a whole, identingng the s’crengtl'ns and
weakness of the 2004 Purdue football P!agers this Pas’c season, or would your focus be on Kg!e
Orton as the sing’e P!ager that led Purdue to a winning season? Overall, what is your purpose
in Proﬁ!inggour subjec’c? What are you trying to communicate to your audience and wlﬂg should

’clﬂey care?

A Proﬁ!e, like any writing, requires a Perspec’cive. This does not mean an arbi’crarg choice of
oPinion, but rather a Posi’cion with regard to the subjec’c and audience. ngou were going to
Proﬁ!e the Starbucks in the PMU, how would you go about it7 Would you view the Starbucks as
a student resource? As a familiar sigl'n’c for Peop!e not from Purdue’s campus? As a successful

business venture? As a soulless corPora’ce monster devouring all local iden’ci’cg?

Profile Characteristics
A Proﬁ!e creates a Pic’cure ’cl’nrougl'n selective use of detail. Every anecdote, quote, and

descrip’cive detail must contribute in a meaningFu! way toward your dominant imPression of the
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sukjec’c

A Proﬁ!e often uses present tense to create a sense of immediacg and intimacy for the readers.
By helping’clﬂem feel like ’cl’neg are a part of the Peop!e and events you are describing, you will

create a more PowerFu! re!a’cionsl'nip between the audience and your Proﬁ!e subjec’c.

A more sopl'nis’cica’ced Proﬁ!e often illuminates !arger social issues and cultural patterns in more
concrete and Persona! ways. While Focusing ona Par’cicu!ar subjec’c, a writer can draw attention
to the !arger social implica’cions of that sukject’s existence. Every story is embeddedina !arger
social context and is connected to the beliefs and experiences of others. Your purpose could

be to draw a !arger meaning outofa Par’cicu!ar Proﬁ!e.

Research

Part of the research and interview process is cl’noosing the information for your Proﬁ!e that will
achieve the imPression you want to make. ngou have done a comple’cejob researcl'ningtlﬂe
person, you will not use all the information you find. You must do first-hand research; it is not
sufficient to refer to others research on!g. Your Primarg research should consist of interviews
and observations. You may also need to comple’ce some archival research (!ibrarg and internet)
in order to better understand the context and facets oFyour ’coPic. Even iFyou are Proﬁ!inga
P!ace or event, you will need to conduct an interview of a person (s) who can gjve you
Perspec’cives that textual sources may not; interviews will l'!e!P youto incorpora’ce a Persona!

Perspec’cive into your Proﬁ!e.

Publication Venue

Cl’noosing someone to Proﬁ!e would be difficult if 1 were simplg askinggou to Pick a person and
show me that you canwrite a Proﬁ!e. However, | am Providinggou more direction. For this
assignment, | want you to choose a Pub!ica’cion venue and write the assignment in keeping with
its guide!ines. This venue needs to be aPProPria’ce for the person you are Proﬁ!ing, and the
dominant imPression you want to portray to your chosen. For example, iFgou were Proﬁ!ing
your RA for your dorm news!etter, your Proﬁ!e would be different than a Proﬁ!e of him or her for
the honors program magazine. The conventions and audience of your Pub!ica’cion will guide
what sort of imPression you want to create and how you will create it. Attach a two—ParagraPI'n
descrip’cion-conventions, ’cgpica! readers, etc.—of your Pub!ica’cion venue to the final draft of
your Proﬁ!e. Additiona”g, include a copy of the actual Pub!ica’cion or the related URL with

reference to the Pub!ica’cion submission guide!ines.
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Evaluation is based on how well you fulfill the Fo”owing criteria:
. SuccessFu”g comple’ce first draft and Peer~review Par’cicipation
. Unmis’cakab!g create a dominant imPression of the subjec’c th rougl'n the use of detall
. Eﬁcec’cive!g address the intended audience of your chosen Pub!ica’cion
. C!ear!g organize, contribu’cing to the construction of the dominant imPression
. EFﬁcientlg incorpora’ce first-hand research from an interview—and observations, if
necessary (!ibrarg sources, if used, must not dominate the Paper)
. Tl’norougl'nlg describe your Pub!ica’cion venue
. Nimb!g utilize any needed citations

. Ski”Fung adhere to mechanical conventions

Due Dates
First DraF’c-Fridag, Februarg 1

Final DraF’c-Fridag, Februarg 18
With the final draft, P!ease attach your carlier drafts, any comments from peer review sessions,

and the descrip’cion of your Pub!ica’cion venue.
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